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It is a commonplace about the Renaissance that it opened up
new horizons for the Medieval Europeans in more than one
directions: looking backward, the people of the Renaissance
rediscovered the cultural and intellectual heritage of the classical Antiquity; looking upward they discovered the true
structure of the skies, the place of the Sun and the planets;
looking forward they found new geographical horizons and
discovered new lands and new races; and even looking
around themselves they opened their eyes to new features of
nature: the lower strata of the Great Chain of Being, from the
minerals through plants to the animal kingdom including
their own bodies. All this contributed to the revolutionary
forging of the natural sciences. These discoveries resulted in
the reconfiguration of science and even the arts: perspectivic
representation meant a new way to show three-dimensionality on two-dimensional surfaces from map making to high
Renaissance painting.
There was a special intellectual group in the hub of all these
changes: the humanists. Some of them were primarily scientists, others educators, or artists, but common in them was
that their enthusiasm toward the classical heritage often connected with an interest in the new, the unknown, the futuristic.
The first part of the talk will reflect on the long debate concerning the definition of humanism and the humanists. The second part shall revisit a few case studies in which we can observe the combination of philology, historical interest and the proposition of new ideas - often inspired by a widening horizon resulting from travel.
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