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Citizenship: Hungarian
Degrees
2009: 

Central European University, Budapest
Ph.D. degree (summa cum laude) at the Department of Medieval Studies, Thesis Title: “Late Antique Motifs in Yezidi Oral Tradition.”

1999: 

Central European University, Budapest 

MA degree in Medieval Studies; Thesis Title: “Manichaeism in the anti-Manichaean Literature: The Figure of Mani in the Acta Archelai.”
1999:  

Eötvös University, Budapest

MA degree in English Language and Literature; Thesis Title: “The Pelagian Movement in the British Isles.”
1996: 

Eötvös University, Budapest 

MA degree in Classical Philology; Thesis Title:  “Priscillian – Monk, Heretic, Martyr, Astrologer.”
Non-degree Studies:

1994 – 1997       Cultural Anthropology, Eötvös University, Budapest

1992 – 1996       Portuguese Language and Literature, Eötvös University, Budapest

Fellowships and grants
2016 June
Visiting research Grant at Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin.
2014-2015        Visiting research fellowship at Käte Hamburger Kolleg, Dynamics in the History of Religions.
2011-2014
Postdoctoral Research Grant of the Hungarian Scientific and Research Fund (OTKA)


(Interrupted for twelve months 2011-12).
2011-2012         Research Grant of Gerda Henkel Foundation for research in Iraq and Germany.
2006   
Research grant from the Kurdish Institute of Paris, France, for research at the same Institute.

2005    
Doctoral Research Grant from Central European University, for research on the Kurds within the framework of CNRS “Monde Iranien”, Paris, France.

2004
Travel Grant, Kurdish Institute of Paris: for fieldwork among the Yezidis, Kurdish Federation of Iraq. 

2003-2004 
DAAD Scholarship: for research on the oral tradition of the Yezidis, Dept. of Iranistics, Georg-August University, Goettingen, Germany.         

2003
Research Grant from the Kurdish Institute of Paris: for fieldwork among the Yezidis, Autonomous Kurdish Region, Iraq. 

2002-2003 
Two Travel Research Grants from Central European University: for fieldwork among the Yezidis, Autonomous Kurdish Region, Iraq. 

2001
Leonardo Scholarship: for research on Yezidi oral tradition, Dept. of Iranistics, Georg-August University, Goettingen, Germany.  

2001
Travel Research Grant from Central European University: for research on Yezidi oral tradition, Georg-August University, Dept. of Iranistics, Goettingen. Germany 

2000-2004     
Open Society Foundation scholarship for PhD studies at Central European University. 

1999
MA Travel Grant from Central European University: University of Utrecht,Netherlands.

1998-99 Open Society Foundation scholarship for MA studies at Central European University. 

1994-95  
TEMPUS Scholarship: University of Porto, Portugal. 

Work experience related to the field of research  
2015

Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church



Department of Religious Studies



Religious Map of the Contemporary Middle East.
2014-2015        Ruhr-University Bochum

Käte Hamburger Kolleg, Dynamics in the History of Religions

Research Fellow.
2014

Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church


Department of Religious Studies



Course on Religious Minorities of the Middle East.
2011- 2014
Central European University, Budapest


 Research Fellow.
2012                 University of Koblenz-Landau, Koblenz
Institut für Kulturwissenschaft, Seminar Ethnologie

                          Course on Possession (for the Module “Forms of Religious Practice”), Summer Semester.
2012
Heidelberg University, Heidelberg 

Guest member (gästwissenschaftlerin) of the Ritual Dynamics” Collaborative Research  Center (SFB 619).
2009-10
Department of Medieval Studies, Central European University
Post-doctoral position, “Religious Minorities and State Building in Iraqi Kurdistan: The Case of the Yezidis.
2006

Department of Assyriology and Hebrew, Eötvös University, Budapest

Series of Lectures on Iraq (History, Ethnic and Religious Groups, Political Background).
2003                   Department of Behavioural Science, Semmelweis Medical University, Budapest 
                           “The Ecstatic Dance of the Iraqi Qadri Dervish Order.” Lecture at the PhD course. 

2004

Hungarian daily Népszabadság

War Correspondent for the Hungarian daily Népszabadság in the Kurdish Federation of Iraq.

2003 

Hungarian daily Népszabadság 

Exclusive War Correspondent of the Hungarian daily Népszabadság in the Kurdish Autonomy of Iraq.

2002-2003
University of Duhok, Kurdish Region of Iraq 

English Conversation, Department of English Language and Literature.

2002

Rehabilitation Clinic of the NGO ACCORN (A Community-Oriented Rehabilitation Network), Kurdish Region of Iraq
Teaching English to the local staff of the Clinic and of the NGO.  
Fieldwork

2016                 Two weeks field work in Iraqi Kurdistan

2015

One month field work in Iraqi Kurdistan

2013

Two months field work in Iraqi Kurdistan

2011 -2012       Five months of fieldwork in Iraqi Kurdistan

2011                 Two months fieldwork among the Yezidis, Iraqi Kurdistan

2006                 Three weeks fieldwork among the Yezidis, Iraqi Kurdistan.

2004

Two months fieldwork among the Yezidis, Iraqi Kurdistan.

2002-2003
Ten months fieldwork among the Yezidis, Duhok, Kurdish Region, Iraq.

1999-2000        Five months fieldwork in Eastern Turkey
Publications

Books
2010                  Late Antique Motifs in Yezidi Oral Tradition. Gorgias Press: (NJ) Piscataway.
2005
The Yezidis. SAQI Books: London.
Research Articles

Accepted for Publication “Persecution and the Development of Yezidi Ritual Life in Iraq.” Journal of Kurdish Studies
Accepted for Publication “From Sacred Earth to Qoranic Text: Emerging Literacy and New Techniques of Making Yezidi Amulets in Iraq.” Charms, Charmers and Charming, Ed. Éva Pócs.
Accepted for Publication, “Yezidi Religion, Identity and Politics in Iraq after the ISIS Attack.” In Religious Minorities in the Middle East and North Africa. Ed. Erica Hunter. IB Tauris.
Accepted for Publication “Your Son Will Be the Scourge of Islam”: Changing Perceptions of Islamic Figures in Yezidi Oral Tradition.” In Mutant Biographies: Between Hagiography and Appropriation. Ed. Ephraim Nissan. Brepols. Series of Cultural Encounters in Late Antiquities and
the Middle Ages
Accepted for publication “Religious Crossover in Northern Iraq: Interfaith Practices of Beseeching the Supernatural.” In Sacrifice, Ordeal and Divination. Ed. Éva Pócs. 
Accepted for publication “Yezidi Prophet, Trimorphic Christ or Hellenic Aion: Traditional Motifs and the Birth of Prophet Ismail in the Yezidi Tale of Ibrahim.” Journal of Kurdish Studies.

2015    “Yezidi Oral Tradition: A Yezidi Myth as told by Feqir Haji.” (Hung.) In Irodalmi Szemle 58.12, 5-14.
2014   “’Falling into Book.’ Yezidi Seers in Modern Iraq.“ (Hung.) In Spiritual Mediators (Hung.: Spirituális Közvetítők). Karoli Books Series. Ed. M. Vassányi, E. Sepsi, V. Voigt. Budapest: L’Harmattan. 
2014   ”The Peacock Sanjak, Yezidi Oral Tradition and Identity.” (Hung.) In Axis: Journal of Religious History 5, 1-17. http://vallastortenet.hu/Axis_5.pdf 
2013   “On Soil and Jinn: Ritual Practices and Syncretism among the Yezidis of Iraq.” In Rituale als Ausdruck von Kulturkontakt: „Synkretismus” zwischen Negation und Neudefinition. Studies in Oriental  Religions 67. Ed. A. Pries, L. Martzolff, R. Langer and C. Ambos, 111-130. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
2013   “Religion and Oral History: The Origin Myth of the Yezidis.” In Remembering the Past in Iranian   Societies. Ed. C. Allison and P. Kreyenbroek. Göttinger Orientforschungen IRANICA Neue Folge 9. Harrassowitz.

2011    “A Gnostic Myth in the Modern Middle East: The Yezidi „Son of a Jar” and Seth.” (Hung.) Ókor 10.2, 14-24.
2011    “In Lieu of Prayer: Yezidi Shrines in Northern Iraq.” (Hung.) In Áldozat és Ima (Sacrifice and Prayer.) Ed. K. B. Hoppál, Zs. Szilágyi, M. Vassányi, 154-169. Vallástudományi Könyvtár V. Budapest: L’Harmattan. 

2011  
“The Song of the Commoner: The Gnostic Call in Yezidi Oral Tradition.” In In Search of Truth: Augustine, Manichaeism and Other Gnosticism. Ed. J. A. van den Berg and J. van Schaik, 663-683. Leiden: Brill.

2009 
“The Role of the Peacock “Sanjak” in Yezidi Religious Memory.” In Materializing Memory: Archeological Material Culture and the Semantics of the Past. BAR International Series 1977. Ed. A. Choyke-J. Rasson-I. Barbiera, 105-116. Oxford: Archeopress.

2008  
”Religious Oral Tradition and Literacy Among the Yezidis of Iraq.” Anthropos 103.2, 393-404. 

2008 
“Late Antique Literary Motifs in Yezidi Oral Tradition: The Yezidi Myth of Adam.” Journal of American Oriental Society 128.4, 663-79.

2004 
 “The ‘Teachers’ of Mani in the Acta Archelai and Simon Magus.” Vigiliae Christianae 58.1, 1-23.

2004  
“Changes in the Oral Tradition of the Yezidis of Iraqi Kurdistan.” The Journal of Kurdish Studies 5, 73-83. 

2004 
 “The Festival of Sheikh Adi in Lalish, in the Holy Valley of the Yezidis.” Annual of Medieval Studies at CEU (Central European University, Budapest) 10, 147-57.

2002  
“Shehid bin Jerr, Forefather of the Yezidis and the Gnostic Seed of Seth.” Iran and the Caucasus 6, no. 1-2, 27-56.

2002  
“Some Topoi in the Description of Heretics in Early Christian Literature: Simon Magus, pater omnium haereticorum.” (Hung.) In Studia Patrum. Eds. P. Nemeshegyi – Z. Rihmer, 71-82. Budapest: Szent István Publishing House.

1998  
“The Commonitorium of Orosius on the Teachings of the Priscillianists.” Acta Antiqua Hungarica 38, 357-379.

1998  
“The Teachings of Priscillian in the Writings of the Church Fathers.” (Hung.) Antik Tanulmányok – Studia Antiqua 42, 137-152.  

1997
“The Literary Image of a Heretic Bishop in the 5th Century.” (Hung.) Ókortudományi Értestő 1.1, 21-27.

Invited Responses and Reviews
2014   Response to Richard Foltz, Religions of Iran: Pool-Theory as a Non-normative Approach, for   Religion and Culture Webforum, http://divinity.uchicago.edu/religion-and-culture-web-forum-archive-2014
2011  Philip G. Kreyenbroek, Yezidism in Europe: Different Generations Speak about their  Religion.(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2009) for International Journal of Middle East Studies 43 no 3, 579 - 581.

films
2013    Following the Peacock. 52 minutes. Premier: 2nd Duhok International Film Festival, October 2013


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3Y8CXxJEv4 
Also screened at:

Central European University

The Biannial Conference of the European Association of Social Anthropology, ACME Film Program, Tallinn.
ISA Ethnographic Film Series. Institute of Social Anthropology, Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna.

School of Oriental and African Studies, London. 

Ancient India & Iran Trust, Cambridge. 

8th "Cinema Vérité" Iran International Documentary Film Festival, Tehran.
Culture Unplugged Film Festival 2015: Humanity Explored.

2012   The “Proof of True Faith” in Akre. (The ecstatic sema, or ritual dance of the Qadri Dervish Order in

Iraqi Kurdistan.) 20 minutes (no text.) 
journalistic publications

2015  “Disappearing Iraqi Minorities.” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist, a leading Hungarian economical and political weekly) 2015: 21.
2014  “Homeless Kurds: Syrian Kurds in an Iraqi Refugee Camp.” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2014:5. 

2012   “Snake in Paradise: Islamist Danger in the Iraqi Kurdish Autonomy” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2012: 31

2007  “Vulnerable: Kurdistan and the Turkish threat” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2007:43.

2007  “The Turkish factor.” (Hung.)  HVG (Weekly Economist) 2007:33.

2007  “Front behind the Front: Troubles in Kurdistan.” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2007:33.

2006  “Kurdistan and Independence: Dream State.” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2006:47.

2006  “Raising the Flag in Kurdistan” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2006:47.

2006  “Kurdish Pariahs: Kurds in Syria.” (Hung.) HVG (Weekly Economist) 2006:1.

2005  “The Kurdish Table in Iraq.” (Hung.) Vendéglátás (Gastronomy) 48, no.1, 32.

2004  “Everyday Middle East.” (Hung.) Elle, August, 56-58. 

2003-2004 21 articles for the most widely read Hungarian daily paper Népszabadság from Iraqi Kurdistan. 
Exhibitions

2014     Yezidis: A Religion Under Threat in Iraq. Photos by Eszter Spät, Wassfi Haji Sulaiman, Ayad Ajaj Vian. Organized and texts written by Eszter Spät.  Opened with a roundtable “ISIS and Religious Minorities in the Middle East.” Participants: Emel Akçali, István Perczel, Prem Kumar Rajaram, Eszter Spät. Central European University, Budapest, September 24 – October 24. 

2005    The Yezidis of Iraqi Kurdistan. Photos and Text. Mediawave Festival. Central European University, Budapest. April 28-May 31.

Also exhibited at the Festival of Colourfest, Šala, Slovakia, November 18 – December 8, 2005.

Also exhibited at the Kurdish Institute of Paris, February 19 – March 2, 2007.
Also exhibited at Bánkitó Cultural Festival, Bánk, August 6-9, 2009.

website
Images and Symbols of the Supernatural among the Kurdish Yezidis
http://www.personal.ceu.hu/students/09/Eszter_Spat/
Invited Lectures 
2016
“The Politics of Memory and the Oral History of the Yezidis during the Ba’ath Era.” Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin.
2016
“Yezidi Ritual Heritage in Iraq: Between Militant Islamism and Modernization.” Central European University, Budapest.
2016
“ISIS and Yezidi Ritual Life in Iraq.” Communities in Crisis in Iraq and Syria, SOAS, London.
2016    “Creating Books in an Oral Culture.” Workshop on Current Researches on Yezidis and Minorities in the Kurdish Speaking Regions, INALCO, Paris.
2015   “The Renaissance of Yezidi Seers in Northern Iraq.” University of Bayreuth, Department of Religious Studies.
2015    “The People of the Peacock Angel: The Yezidis of Northern Iraq.” Invitation by the Czech Association for the Study of Religions. Department for the Study of Religion, Masaryk University, Brno.
2014 “73 Fermans: Persecution in Yezidi Communal Memory.” Workshop on Violence Remembered, Violence Lived: 
The Islamic State, Genocide and the Yazidis of Iraq, workshop organized by The NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust, and Genocide Studies, Amsterdam.
2014:    “Following the Peacock: The Yezidis.” Department of Religious Studies, SOAS, London. 

2014   “The Yezidis: An Old Religion in the Changing Middle East.”  Slovakian Society for the Study of Religions, Bratislava.
2014     “Yezidis: Religion and Identity in the Middle East.” Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Budapest.
2014
“Qadri Dervishes and their Rituals in Today’s Iraqi Kurdistan.” Center for Religious Studies, Central European University. 

2013  “Constructing a ‘Real Religion’ in Modern Iraq.” Workshop on Religion Outside Text. Käte Hamburger Kolleg, Ruhr University, Bochum. 

2013   “Dervistánc a kurd hegyekben” (Dervish Dance in the Kurdish Mountains), Károli Gáspár University, Budapest.
2012  “A jezidik: egy vallási kisebbség a változó Közel-Keleten” (Yezidis: A Religious Minority in a transforming Middle East), Károli Gáspár University, Budapest.
2012   “Islamic Magic Bowls and Yezidi Oral History in Iraqi Kurdistan.” Center for Eastern Mediterranean Studies, Central European University, Budapest.
2012   “Turning Profane Space into Sacred: Constructing New Shrines among the Yezidis of Northern Iraq”, lecture for “Ritual Dynamics” Collaborative Research Center (SFB 619), Heidelberg University..
2012   "Sacred Space and Ritual in an Oral Religion. From Rocks and Springs to Yezidi Qobs" workshop for “Ritual Dynamics” Collaborative Research Center (SFB 619), Heidelberg University.
2012  “Good Jinn - Bad Jinn: Healing Jinn-affliction among the Yezidis of Iraqi Kurdistan”, Institute of Ethnologie, Medical Anthropology, Heidelberg University.
2012  “’Proof of True Faith’ in Akre: The Ecstatic Sema of the Qadri Dervish order in Iraqi Kurdistan.”        Institute of Languages and Cultures of the Near East, Department of Islamic Studies, Heidelberg University.
2011
“Yezidis: Images of a Shifting Identity in Iraq.” New Voices, New Media, New Agendas? Pluralism and Particularism in the Middle East and North Africa.  Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin.
2010
“Ritual Practices, Syncretism and Modernization among the Yezidis of Northern Iraq.” Rituale als Ausdruck von Kulturkontakt. “Synkretismus” zwischen Negation und Neudefinition. Heidelberg, SFB 619.

2010  “Yezidi Sacred Texts in Iraq: Tradition and Change.” Workshop on “Oral scripture”: The Construction of Sacred Texts of the Minority Religions of Kurdistan. Centre of Kurdish Studies, University of Exeter.

2009    “The Yezidis: Devil-worshippers, Arabs, or the Guardians of the ‘Original Kurdish Religion’?” Bánkitó Cultural Festival.

2007
“Contemporary Perception of Religious Oral Tradition among the Yezidis of Iraqi Sheikhan.” Workshop on Yezidism in Transition – Communities at Home and in the Diaspora. Frobenius-Institut, JW Goethe-Universität, Frankfurt am Main.

2006  “Yezidi Prophet, Trimorphic Christ or Hellenic Aion.  Traditional Motifs in the Yezidi Mishabet of Ibrahim.” First World Congress of Kurdish Studies. Irbil, Kurdish Region Iraq. 

2006   “Religion and Oral History: The Origin Myth of the Yezidis.” International Colloquium on Discourses of Memory in Iranian Cultures, INALCO, Paris.

2006   “Kurdish Oral Tradition: Yezidi Mythology and its Late Antique Literary Sources.” Kurdish Culture Workshop, Paris, IISMM.

2005  “The Ecstatic Dance of the Iraqi Qadri Dervish Order.” Department of Behavioural Science, Semmelweis Medical University, Budapest.
2004   “Changes in the Oral Tradition of the Yezidis of Iraqi Kurdistan.” Seminar at the Kurdish Institute of Paris, France.

2003
“Kurdistan -- A Travelogue.” Public Lecture, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary.

Conference Papers
2015     “From sacred earth to Qoranic text: Changing techniques of making Yezidi amulets in Iraq.” Charms, Charmers and Charming. Conference of the International Society for Folk Narrative Research – Committee on Charms, Charmers and Charming Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, University of Pécs, Hungary.
2014 
“Interfaith practices of beseeching the supernatural in Northern Iraq.” Sacrifice, Ordeal and Divination. Conference of Pécs University, Department of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology and Pécs Committee of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

2014  “Creating Books and Creating New Memories in Northern Iraq.” Travelling Memories: Lives in Transition, The Fifth International Symposium of the Finnish Oral History Network, Helsinki.

2013  
“Those who ‘fall into book’: Yezidi seers in Northern Iraq.” Spiritual Mediators, Conference of the Hungarian Association for Religious Studies, Budapest.

2013   “The Yezidi Saint George: The Invention of Images in Iraqi Kurdistan.” Iconology Old and New: A Transregional Conference on the Move, Budapest. 

2012    “From Yezidi village to Western Diaspora: A Religious Minority in Transition in the Middle East.” Conference of the Alevi Cultural Association of Ravensburg

2009   ”In Lieu of Prayer: Yezidis Shrines in Northern Iraq.” Sacrifice and Prayer, Conference of the Hungarian Association for Religious Studies, Budapest.

2007   “The Standard of the Peacock Angel: a Yezidi Symbol of Divinity, Communal Identity and Earthly Authority.” Conference on the Supernatural and Its Visual Representation in the Middle Ages. CEU, Budapest.

2006    “From Devil-worshippers to the Original Kurdish Religion: The Role of the Heterodox Yezidi Kurds in the Creation of a Kurdish National Mythology.” Conference on Religion and State Formation -- Comparative Perspectives from Late Antiquity and the Middle Ages. CEU, Budapest.

2004
“The mythology of the Kurdish Yezidis and the Gnostic Interpretation of Adam’s Fall.” National Conference of Patristic Studies, Kecskemét, Hungary.

2001
1st National Conference of Patristic Studies, Kecskemét, Hungary, “Some Topoi of the description of heretics in Early Christian literature: Simon Magus, ‘pater omnium haereticorum.’”

1997
OTDK (National Competition of the Union of Research Students, Miskolc, Hungary), Section of Classical Studies, “The Teachings of Priscillian in the Writings of the Church Fathers: Commonitorium Orosii de errore Priscillianistarum.”
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