CEU 20th Anniversary Postdoctoral Fellowship: To make dead bodies talk. 
As an integral part of the human experience, the bio-archaeological heritage in the form of historical human remains can be considered a repository of knowledge about the ways people interact with both the natural and socially constructed world. Thus, the dead make their presence felt in a variety of academic, religious, ethical and social contexts, all of which have their justifications and contradictions. Human bodies and the manner in which they were treated during life and after death are source material in physical anthropology as well as a challenge for scholars and the societies they operate in. Physical anthropological research and policies toward the bio-archaeological heritage themselves embody a variety of social and religious implications. 

Despite the importance of these issues, a critical over-review of physical anthropology has never been attempted, especially in light of more recent developments in the field (such as DNA and heavy isotope sampling). The impact of such results on long-held traditional historical interpretations is also a major issue. When such biological data is rigorously interpreted within its cultural-historical context it can sometimes be at the expense of dear and long-held beliefs. 

The aim of the proposed interdisciplinary research project is to compare the policy and heritage issues arising when the search for knowledge sits uncomfortably with what society regards as right and good. The project is based on a network of physical anthropologists, bio-ethics experts, religious studies scholars and heritage specialists. 

CEU 20th Anniversary Postdoctoral Fellowship: To make dead bodies talk. 
Program organizer: Irene Barbiera irene.barbiera@gmail.com
Location: Central European University, 9 Nádor Street, Budapest
Program team members: 

Irene Barbiera (CEU): Medieval Archaeology and History
Alice Choyke (CEU): Bio-archaeology
Enikő Demény (CEU, CELAB): Cultural Anthropology
Gerhard Jaritz (CEU): Visual Studies
Kathy Kondor (University of Colorado): Physical Anthropology 
József Laszlovszky (CEU): Medieval Archaeology
Orsolya László (Cultural Heritage Center of the Hungarian National Musuem): Biology, Biological Anthropology 

György Pálfi (University of Szeged): Biological Anthropology, Paleopathology

Ildikó Pap (Hungarian Natural History Museum): Biological Anthropology, Paleopathology

Judith Rasson (CEU):  Cultural Anthropology, Archaeology 

Judit Sándor (CEU, CELAB): Law, Bioethics
Katalin Szende (CEU): Medieval History
Daniel Ziemann (CEU): Legal History 

Carsten Wilke (CEU):  Religious Studies
http://medievalstudies.ceu.hu/projects/ceu-20th-anniversary-postdoctoral-fellowship-to-make-dead-bodies-talk
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Natives’ bodies
January 29th Tuesday, 4 pm
Monument Building, Gellner room

Central European University, Nádor u. 11.
Judith Rasson: Who Owns the Past? The Historical Context of the United States' Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).
Ildikó Sz. Kristóf: Whose Is ”Tradition” and What Does It Consist of? The aims of Indigenous Studies in American Indian Education.
Vivid debates were raised recently in the U.S. since Natives started claiming the ownership of ancient human bones, perceived as their ancestors.  In 1990 the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) was issued, allowing bones which are identified as belonging to a specific tribe to be given back to the “lineal descendants”. 
Judith Rasson is assistant professor of anthropology and director of the MA course at the Medieval studies department of CEU. She edited with G. Jaritz: The Public (in) Urban Space, Krems, 2003 and with I. Barbiera and A. Choyke: Materializing Memory. Archaeological Material Culture and the Semantics of the past, BAR, Oxford, 2009.
Ildikó Sz. Kristóf is senior research fellow in the Institute of Ethnology of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest. Her monograph The Social and Cultural Foundation of Witch-Hunting in the City of Debrecen and Bihar County between the 16th and the 18th Centuries, was published in 1998 (in Hungarian). Her current research interests include the history of the science of anthropology, the European reception and appropriation of non-European indigenous peoples (especially American Indians), and the history of early modern communication and witch-hunting. 
Handling skeletons

March 14th Thursday, 4 pm

Monument Building, Gellner room
Central European University, Nádor u. 9.
Ildikó Pap and György Pálfi: Regulations on How to Deal with Human Bones in Hungary and Europe.
Maxim Timofeev: The Dead and Human Rights Law: How the Dead Speak Through the Living.
In this seminar the debate on how to handle ancient human bones and the issue of respect for human beings will be discussed confronting the point of view of biological anthropologists and legal experts. 
György Pálfi is professor of biological anthropology and paleopathology at the University of Szeged. He has worked in France and published many essays in international journals and volumes, among which, with I. Pap, Hungary, in The Routledge Handbook of Archaeological Human Remains and Legislation: An International Guide to Laws and Practice in the Excavation and Treatment of Archaeological Human Remains, ed. by  Marquez-Grant  and Fibiger, New York, 2011.
Ildikó Pap is director of the Department of Anthropology, Hungarian Natural History Museum. She directed several national and international projects on paleopathology and on Mummies’ investigation. Among her most important publications: with G. Pálfi and A. Marcsik, Hungary, in: The Global History of Paleopathology. Pioneers and Prospects, ed. by Buikstra and Roberts, Oxford University Press, 2012.  
Maxim Timofeev is S.J.D. Student at Legal Studies Department, CEU. He has a Russian postgraduate academic degree of Legal Science and a 7-year experience in teaching constitutional law in Russia. His research interest is comparative constitutional and international human rights law.
Managing the human past 
March 26th Tuesday, 4 pm

Monument Building, Gellner room

Central European University, Nádor u. 9.

József Laszlovszky: Human Bones as Heritage. 

Jonathan Eagles: The House of York Rediscovered: Three Case Studies.
To which extent and with which limits ancient human bones can become a cultural and national heritage? A case study will be examined concerning legal, ethical and heritage issues arising from the discovery, translation and analysis in England of the 15th-century remains of members of the House of York: Edward V, Anne Mowbray, and Richard III.
József Laszlovszky is professor of archaeology at the Department of Medieval Studies, CEU. He is director of the archaeological excavations in Visegrád. Among his edited books: The Landscape of Medieval Royal Power. Making of a Royal Residence at Visegrád, BAR International Series, Oxford, 2008; with P. Szabó, People and Nature in Historical Perspective, Budapest, 2003 and with Zs. Hunyadi, The Crusades and the Military Orders: Expanding the Frontiers of Medieval Latin Christianity, Budapest, 2001.
Jonathan Eagles has PhDs in Romanian medieval archaeology from University College London and in Scottish early modern history from the University of St. Andrews. He was an academic writing instructor in the Department of Medieval Studies at CEU in 2000-01. He is currently a green gown guide at Westminster Abbey and hosts an online proofreading service for students and academics. He is the author of Stephen the Great and Balkan Nationalism, I.B. Tauris, forthcoming in 2013.
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