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state driven trade were built up by trans-oceanic
merchant communities of religious fraternity with
kinship based contacts at far off ports (c.7th-16th
centuries CE). These merchant communities includ-
ed Jews, Syrian Christians and Muslim Arabs, who
operated through their settlements in the ports.
Apart from the yet to be explored archaeology and
the clues in Cosmas’ topography, the main primary
source material relating to the merchant communi-
ty settlements is epigraphical, consisting of three
copper plates: one Jewish from the late tenth cen-
tury and two Syrian Christian from the mid-ninth

and the thlrteenth centuries. Extrapola‘uon and comparative generalisation based on archaeology, epigra-
phy, ethnography and social theory constitute the methodology that one should use for understanding
the role of religious communities in the trade network along the overseas spice route.
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