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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE MEDS MA CURRICULA* 

Last updated: 2020 September 

*The 1YMA and 2YMA curricula introduced in the Academic Year 2020/21. 

 

 

1. What does “mandatory,” “mandatory elective” and “elective” course mean? 

Mandatory courses are the classes that you must take during your studies. Examples 

include the MA Thesis Seminars, Introduction to Interdisciplinary Medieval Studies (1YMA), 

Interdisciplinary Methods of Comparative History (2YMA). The curricula you find in the MA 

booklets indicate these courses clearly as well as the registration tables prepared for you 

by the Program Coordinator. 

Mandatory elective courses are a group of courses that belong to the same category from 

which you are required to take a certain number during your studies. (There is a 

possibility to seek exemption from these courses in well-justified cases. See questions 10, 

11, 13.) For 2YMA students, mandatory electives include Topical Survey courses; for 1YMA 

and 2YMA students, so-called “core classes” and classes in the SLTG/ATRS/TS curriculum 

block. As “survey” and “core” suggest, these courses are meant to be either foundational 

to your studies or to provide the opportunity for a more in-depth study of a specific area 
than the average elective would allow. 

Elective courses are the remaining courses, essentially: as your curricula shows, you are 

required to take a certain credit worth of electives during your studies similarly to 

mandatory electives, but electives comprise a significantly larger group of courses. 

Furthermore, unlike in the case of mandatory electives, the nature and structure of these 

courses can be very different from each other. 

 

2. What does it mean that “Introduction to Research Resources for Medievalists” is 

“strongly recommended”? Is this a de facto mandatory course? If so, what happens if 
I do not take it? 

Up until AY 2020/21, this course was strictly mandatory and counted towards the overall 

program credits. In the interest of harmonizing the US and Austrian MA curricula, the 

course has been demoted to a “strongly recommended” elective in AY 2020/21. Insofar as 

this is an elective now, students are not obliged to take it and can earn their degree 

without it. However, as the course’s past mandatory status suggests, it is a foundational 

one that is meant to prepare students for navigating various research resources, such as 

libraries and archives, as efficiently as possible. Most if not all students will have to turn 

to those research resources for their thesis research and are therefore highly advised to 

take this course still even it is “just” an elective now. This Pass/Fail course takes places in 

the Pre-Session and is worth one credit. 

 



2 
 

3. What is a “cross-listed” course? 

If a department cross-lists a course from another department, it means that the course in 

question becomes equal to the courses of the cross-listing department. In other words, if 

you take a cross-listed course, it is as if you had taken a course from your home 
department – and so those credits do not count towards your extra-departmental credits. 

 

4. How many extra-departmental (non-cross-listed) courses am I allowed to take 
during my studies? 

As CEU’s Student Rights, Rules, and Academic Regulations stipulate, all MA students are 

entitled to take 4 extra-departmental credits per academic year without seeking special 

permission. 

 

5. I have decided to add an advanced certificate program/specialization to my degree 

(Religious Studies, Jewish Studies, Eastern Mediterranean Studies, etc.) and I am 

concerned that the 4 extra-departmental credits per year will not be enough for me 

to comply with the requirements of the advanced certificate program/specialization. 

Who should I turn to? 

When you decide to sign up for an advanced certificate program/specialization, you 

should let your Program Coordinator know as soon as you have made your choice so that 

they can track your credits accordingly. If need be, your Program Coordinator can also 

contact the Registry on your behalf to lift the cap on the extra-departmental credits you 

can take. 

 

6. What does “HIME” stand for? 

“HIME” is an acronym for “History” and “Medieval.” “HIME” is most often used in reference 

to courses that are almost always co-taught by professors of the Departments of History 

and Medieval Studies and which are either mandatory or mandatory elective for 2YMA 
students. The HIME courses are: 

Historiography: Topics in its History and Theory (lecture) 

Historiography II: Grand Debates (three regional variants) 

Topical Survey courses (e.g. Gender History, Empires, etc.) 

Interdisciplinary Methods of Comparative History 

MA Thesis Planning Seminar 

MA Thesis Prospectus Workshop 
 

6. What does SLTG/ATRS/TS stand for? 

It is the short form of “Source Language Teaching Group/Advanced Text Reading 

Seminar/Textual Skills.” In both the 1YMA and 2YMA curricula, this is an example of 

mandatory electives courses.  

https://documents.ceu.edu/documents/p-1105-2v1503
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7. How do I know which source languages are accepted by my department and which 

courses are the Advanced Text Reading Seminars/Textual Skills course? 

All this information is meant to be provided to you in the yearly course table, prepared by 

your Program Coordinator. Please, note that not all source languages listed on the Source 

Language Teaching Group’s website are accepted by the department. The accepted 

languages are: Latin, ancient Greek, Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, classical Syriac, 
modern Hebrew, Yiddish.  

 

8. I see in my curriculum that the SLTG/ATRS/TS credits are maximized at 4 per 
semester. If I take more than that, what happens? 

First and foremost, the maximum is better understood by program rather than a single 

semester. This means that for 1YMA students, 8 credits/program are the maximum; for 

2YMA students, 14 credits/program. In cases when you go above the 4 credits in one 

semester, the Program Coordinator will count the surplus credits towards a future 

semester. If you hit the program maximum but you still want to take courses in this block, 

first consult your supervisor(s) as to whether it is really needed and if you have their 
support, turn to your Program Director for final approval. 

It is also important to keep in my mind that ATRS and TS courses can also be counted as 

electives. If, for example, you would like to take Latin Intermediate I and a paleography 

course, the former will be counted in the SLTG/ATRS/TS block and the latter as an 
elective.  

 

9. Why is there a maximum in the first place in the SLTG/ATRS/TS block? There are 

no maximum credits for other mandatory elective blocks. 

The Department of Medieval Studies prides itself on its multidisciplinary character. This 

is reflected in the wide gamut of courses it offers and it is also implicitly formulated in its 

curricula. This means that the department’s MA students are not only encouraged but are 

also required, up to a reasonable point, to take courses that fall somewhat outside their 

primary research interests. Maximizing credits in the language block is meant to pre-empt 

the scenario in which students would focus very narrowly on their thesis topic and fill up 

a disproportionately large portion of their credits by language learning to the detriment 

of topical courses.  

The learning of source languages is a key component of the department’s MA programs 

and so are the topical courses. Maximizing the credits in this block serves to keep a 
balance between these two elements. 

 

10. I am a 2YMA student. Am I absolutely required to take a Topical Survey course? 

If you are a first-year 2YMA student, you can substitute the Topical Survey course 

requirement in the curriculum by taking the seminar component of Historiography: Topics 

https://www.ceu.edu/sltg
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in its History and Theory without seeking special permission. The lecture component of 

Historiography: Topics in its History and Theory is mandatory for all first-year 2YMA 

students; the seminar part is an elective. If you take the seminar part as well, you need not 

take a Topical Survey course in your first Fall Term. (If you would like to do both, then the 
Historiography seminar will count towards your elective credits.) 

If you are a second-year 2YMA student, after discussing the matter with your 

supervisor(s), you can seek exemption from the Topical Survey course requirement in 

your second year by submitting the “Exemption from a Course” form to your supervisor(s) 

and Program Director. Please, do not take it for granted that the exemption will be 

approved; first and foremost, you need your supervisor’s consent in this matter. 

 

11. I am a 1YMA/2YMA student. Am I absolutely required to take the number of core 

classes plus tutorials enlisted in my curricula? (For 1YMA students, 2 core classes plus 
tutorials per program; for 2YMA students, 3 core classes plus tutorials per program.) 

Core classes and their respective tutorials – overall 4 credits – are meant to provide an 

opportunity for a more in-depth study of a specific area than the average elective would 

allow. The department tries to cover as many areas as possible with these core classes 

(and their tutorials) but it is inevitable that each student’s interest cannot be catered to 

perfectly. In such cases, students can seek an exemption from this curriculum 

requirement and choose two electives instead to earn those 4 credits. (The exemption is 

not automatic, you should run your idea through your supervisor(s) first, then, if they 

support your decision, fill out the “Exemption from a Course” form and send it to your 

supervisors and Program Directors, and cc your Program Coordinator.) 

 

12. Can I take a core class without a tutorial? Can I take the tutorial without the core 
class? 

You can take a core class, for 2 credits, without the tutorial component but not vice versa. 

Tutorials build upon the material presented in the core class and offer you a chance to 

delve deeper into each weekly topic. Tutorials, thus, cannot stand on their own as courses. 

If you take a core class without the tutorial, that will count the same as if you had taken 

an elective. NB: for the satisfaction of the “core class plus tutorial” curriculum block, you 

need to take the tutorial. Taking a core class without the tutorial component makes the 

most sense if you happen to be very interested in two core classes within one semester: 

in that case, you can take one of those core classes with its tutorial (and satisfy the 

abovementioned curriculum requirement) and the other core class without the tutorial, 

to earn your elective credits. 

 

13. Is there a limit to how many times I can avail myself of the “Exemption from a 

Course” opportunity? 

https://medievalstudies.ceu.edu/ma-forms-student-rights-regulations
https://medievalstudies.ceu.edu/ma-forms-student-rights-regulations
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In theory, there is no limit but the following is advisable with regard to core classes and 

their tutorials for both 1YMA and 2YMA students: to take at least one core class with its 

tutorial during your studies. Core classes are different in nature from electives and 

provide you with a distinct educational experience that is integral to the department’s 
programs. 

 

14. Can I use source language classes for my “core class plus tutorial” curriculum 
requirement exemption? 

No. The exemption has to be satisfied with two electives with which you can earn those 4 

credits. (However, ATRS and TS courses can be counted as electives and so they can work 

for the purposes of this exemption.) 

 

15. When is it acceptable for me to take a source language course for Pass/Fail? Can 
I audit source language courses? 

You can audit ATRS or TS courses but not source language course. However, if you have 

already satisfied the credit requirements in the SLTG/ATRS/TS block, then you can take 

source language courses for Pass/Fail rather than grade. 

 

16. All the one-credit Spring Term mandatory electives are considerably far from my 

research topic. Do I really need to take two of them? What if I just take an additional 

two-credit elective during the Fall or Winter Term instead? 

The Spring Term mandatory electives, which are traditionally offered after the 

submission deadline of the MA thesis and MA thesis prospectus, are meant to broaden the 

intellectual horizon of students and are often taught by visiting professors. These are 

networking opportunities as much as courses. For this reason, you indeed need to take 

them since their rationale is not rooted in furthering your research per se. (NB: 1YMA 

students, you are likely to take these courses after you submitted your thesis.) Of course, 

for certain students these courses pertain to their research areas but that does not change 

these courses’ original raison d'être. 

 

17. I am a 1YMA/2YMA student and I have already satisfied my 26/52 programs 

credits (not counting the thesis). Do I still need to take two one-credit Spring Term 
classes in my last term? 

Yes. As elaborated in the answer to the previous question, these classes have a very 

particular reason for their existence, which is to introduce you, in a compact format, to 

interesting areas of study that may be rather distant from your primary research 
interests. For this reason, these Spring Term mandatory electives are always Pass/Fail. 
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18. Can I take more than two credits worth of Spring Term mandatory elective 

courses? 

If you would like to go above the two credits, any additional Spring Term mandatory 

elective course should be taken for audit.  

 


